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Safe and Happy – Supportive – Respectful – Aspirational – Inclusive
Person Specification
Teaching Assistant (Resource Base) with MDSA Duties
[bookmark: _GoBack]This person specification should be read in conjunction with the job description and reflects the skills, experience and attributes required to fulfil a Teaching Assistant role supporting pupils with complex and additional needs in our Resource Base.

Qualifications

	Criteria
	Essential
	Desirable

	Education
	A good standard of education, particularly in English and Mathematics, sufficient to support pupils’ learning across the primary curriculum
	GCSE Grade A*–C (or equivalent) in English and Mathematics

	Teaching Assistant Qualifications
	—
	Recognised Teaching Assistant qualification or equivalent

	SEND Training
	Willingness to undertake training related to SEND, autism, and complex needs
	Additional professional development relating to SEND, autism, behaviour support, or communication strategies

	Communication Systems
	—
	Training or experience in Makaton, PECS, or other augmentative communication systems

	Professional Development
	Commitment to ongoing professional learning
	Evidence of continued professional development in SEND or specialist education



Experience

	Criteria
	Essential
	Desirable

	SEND Experience
	Proven experience supporting children with special educational needs in a school or specialist setting
	Experience working within a specialist provision or Resource Base

	Autism Experience
	Experience supporting pupils with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and associated needs
	Experience implementing autism-specific strategies or structured teaching approaches

	Complex Needs
	Experience supporting pupils with complex needs, including communication difficulties and social/emotional needs
	Experience supporting pupils with sensory processing needs or SEMH

	Classroom Support
	Experience supporting pupils 1:1 and in small groups within a classroom environment
	Experience supporting inclusion in mainstream classes

	Physical and Personal Care
	Experience supporting pupils with physical, medical, or personal care needs
	Experience administering medication or supporting therapy programmes

	Multi-agency Work
	—
	Experience working alongside therapists or external professionals



Knowledge, Understanding and Skills

Safeguarding and Child Protection

	Criteria
	Essential
	Desirable

	Safeguarding
	Clear understanding of safeguarding and child protection responsibilities within a school setting
	Recent safeguarding training or safeguarding updates

	Professional Conduct
	Ability to maintain appropriate professional boundaries and confidentiality
	Experience supporting vulnerable pupils



Understanding of Complex Needs

	Criteria
	Essential
	Desirable

	SEND Understanding
	Strong understanding of the needs of pupils with complex SEND, including autism, communication needs, and learning differences
	Knowledge of sensory processing differences

	EHCP Awareness
	Awareness of the purpose and role of Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs)
	Experience contributing to or implementing EHCP outcomes

	Child Development
	Understanding of pupils’ social, emotional, and cognitive development
	Knowledge of inclusive teaching strategies for pupils with complex needs



Supporting Learning

	Criteria
	Essential
	Desirable

	Curriculum Support
	Ability to support pupils to access learning through adaptation, scaffolding, modelling, and structured teaching approaches
	Experience supporting a highly differentiated curriculum

	Communication
	Ability to adapt language and communication to meet pupils’ needs
	Experience using visual supports or communication aids

	Observation and Assessment
	Ability to observe pupils, monitor progress, and report observations accurately
	Experience contributing to pupil progress tracking

	Resource Development
	Ability to develop and adapt resources to support individual learning needs
	Experience creating structured or visual learning materials

	Independence
	Ability to promote independence and self-confidence in pupils
	—



Behaviour, Emotional Regulation and Sensory Needs

	Criteria
	Essential
	Desirable

	Behaviour Support
	Ability to implement agreed behaviour support strategies consistently
	Experience supporting pupils with behaviours that challenge

	Emotional Support
	Ability to support pupils’ emotional wellbeing and social development
	Training in de-escalation or behaviour regulation strategies

	Sensory Awareness
	Awareness that pupils may experience sensory differences and require structured support
	Experience implementing sensory strategies or sensory regulation programmes



Physical and Personal Care

	Criteria
	Essential
	Desirable

	Personal Care
	Willingness and ability to support pupils with personal care needs in line with school policies
	Experience supporting pupils with intimate care needs

	Physical Support
	Ability to assist pupils using specialist equipment where required
	Experience supporting physiotherapy or speech therapy activities

	Medical Support
	Willingness to administer medication in accordance with care plans following appropriate training
	Experience supporting pupils with medical conditions



ICT and Organisation

	Criteria
	Essential
	Desirable

	ICT
	Basic ICT skills including email, digital record-keeping, and communication
	Ability to use ICT creatively to support learning

	Organisation
	Well organised with good time management skills
	—



Personal Qualities

	Criteria
	Essential
	Desirable

	Commitment to Inclusion
	Strong commitment to inclusive education and supporting pupils with complex needs
	—

	Relationships
	Ability to establish positive, respectful relationships with pupils, colleagues, and families
	—

	Teamwork
	Ability to work collaboratively as part of a specialist team
	Experience working in multidisciplinary teams

	Flexibility
	Adaptable and able to respond to the changing needs of pupils and the provision
	—

	Resilience
	Calm, patient, and emotionally resilient
	—

	Professionalism
	Professional conduct and commitment to confidentiality
	—

	Attitude
	Positive, enthusiastic, and supportive approach with a good sense of humour
	Willingness to participate in wider school activities



image1.jpg
Frogwell Primary School & Complex Needs Resource Base

www frogwell.co.uk Frogwell Primary School, Demiads Lane,
01247 652815 Chippenham, SN14 0DG
Headteacher - Miss Imogen Woods B.Ed. (Oxon)





