
Year 4 Geography Knowledge Organiser  

What is a Mountain?  

  Mountains are a natural part of the landscape with  

  steep slopes that rise over 600m. Some mountains  

  are found in groups called a mountain range but    

  others are on their own.  

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary  

Mountain A part of landscape that is higher than the surrounding area usually with 

steep slopes that rises over 600m.  

Base  The bottom of the mountain where it meets the ground.  

Summit The peak or highest point of a mountain. 

Mountain 

Range 

A series of mountains that are connected over high ground typically 

made up of fold mountains.  

Contour Lines Contour lines join land that is the same height and help us identify 

mountains on a map. 

Tectonic plates Pieces of Earth’s crust that are connected together.  

Crust  The outermost layer of the Earth.  

Mantle  Part of the Earth’s interior that lies between the thin crust and the core. 

Inner Core  The inner most layer of planet Earth. Mostly made up of iron.  

Outer Core  The liquid layer of the Earth that sits above Earth’s inner core and below 

the mantle.  

Magma Hot, liquid rock located deep below the Earth’s surface.  

Altitude The height of an object above sea level.  

Above sea 

level 

Used to describe the height of land forms that are above the water.  

Below sea 

level 

Used to describe land forms that are below the average height of the 

surface of one or more oceans.  



Earth can be divided into three main 

layers: the core, the mantle and the 

crust. The core is then divided into two 

parts; the inner and outer. Both of these 

are made up of iron and a little nickel.  


